[Palliative care in gastroenterology: why do we need it and how do we qualify?].
The rapid scientific progress in the past years has evoked debates about ethical limitations of technical innovations. Especially, high-end medicine for patients at the end of life gets in the focus of criticism whereas the idea of palliative care gains more importance. Gastroenterologists are an important partner in the setting of palliative care since many malignant tumors are found in the GI-tract; furthermore, about 80 % of all patients with advanced progressive illnesses being in a palliative care situation suffer from gastrointestinal symptoms. Vice versa the importance of palliative care in gastroenterology is indisputable - in case of an unfavourable prognosis the patients may be accompanied until death. A return to the core values of medical competence is essential. In this paper, the curriculum of "palliative care" in Germany shall be introduced. The aim of this work is to explain why it is worthwhile for physicians and especially for gastroenterologists to be trained in palliative care.